AFTER THE WALL 

Workshop II, 6-7 July 2009

Recommended Reading

We would like to recommend the following three texts as a basis for discussion during the second workshop, all of which relate to memory and the everyday. As you will see, the texts are varied, but aim to provide different perspectives: firstly a theoretical text from outside of GDR studies, secondly a GDR-focused study of memory and material culture, and thirdly a more personal perspective. 

· Michael Sheringham, ‘Cultural memory and the everyday’, Journal of Romance Studies, Vol. 3, No. 1 (2003), 45-57
· Paul Betts, ‘The Twilight of the Idols: East German Memory and Material Culture’, The Journal of Modern History, 72 (Sept 2000), 731-65
· Daniela Dahn, two sections from Westwärts und nicht vergessen: Vom Unbehagen in der Einheit (Hamburg: Rowohlt, 1997):
a) ‘Osttrotz wider die neue Herrlichkeit: Dialogischer Prolog’, 7-10

b) ‘Im Namen der Mutter und der Tochter: Mein Unbehagen als Frau’, 149-161
Should you have difficulty accessing any of these articles/chapters via your own university, please let Anna (a.saunders@bangor.ac.uk) know, who will be happy to send you a copy.

Further texts we have found helpful in examining memory and the everyday in terms of material culture: 

· Daphne Berdahl, ‘‘(N)Ostalgie’ for the Present: Memory, Longing, and East German Things’, Ethnos, Vol. 64, No. 2 (1999), 192-211

· Martin Blum: ‘Club Cola and Co.: Ostalgie, Material Culture and Identity’, in: Transformations of the New Germany, ed. by Ruth A. Starkman (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006)
