PAGE  
7

Institut für Anglistik und Amerikanistik

Philosophikum I, Otto–Behaghel–Straße 10 B, 35394 Gießen

Prof. Dr. Ansgar Nünning 
Tel: 0641-99-30180

oder: 99-30182

oder: 99-30095

Fax: 0641-99-30189

email: ansgar.nuenning@anglistik.uni-giessen.de

17. April 2009
 “Genres Shaping Personal and Cultural Memory: 
Literature as a Medium for Exploring Fictions and Frames of Memory“ 
International Symposium/Workshop 
“After the Wall: Remembering and Representing the GDR“ 

Birkbeck College London in Bristol (16.-17. April 2009)
1.
Introducing “Memory’s truth” and ‘Fictions of Memory’: Goals and Outline of the Lecture 
How much of this is truly remembered? he wondered. How much embroidered, how much invented? Does it matter? Memories have to be aided by invention or they could not be formulated at all. (Barry Unsworth: Sugar and Rum. Harmondsworth: Penguin 1990, p. 106.)
Memory’s truth, because memory has its own special kind. It selects, eliminates, alters, exaggerates, minimizes, glorifies, and vilifies also; but in the end it creates its own reality, its heterogeneous but usually coherent version of events; and no sane human being ever trusts someone else’s version more than his own. (Salman Rushdie: Midnight’s Children. London: Picador 1981, p. 211). 

Because memory is made up of socially constituted forms, narratives, and relations, but also amenable to individual acts of intervention in it, memory is always open to social revision and manipulation. This makes it an instance of fiction rather than imprint, often of social forgetting rather than remembering. Cultural memory can be located in literary texts because the latter are continuous with the communal fictionalizing, idealizing, monumentalizing impulses thriving in a conflicted culture. (Bal, Mieke, Jonathan Crewe & Leo Spitzer (Eds.). Acts of Memory: Cultural Recall in the Present. Hanover, NH: UP of New England 1999, p. xiii.)
2.
Where Literature and Memory Meet: Towards a Systematic Approach to the Concepts of Memory Used in Literary Studies

(1)
‘The Memory of Literature’: Topoi and intertexuality

(2)
‘Literary Genres as Repositories of Cultural Memory’: Genres shaping memory
(3)
‘Mimesis of Memory’: Literary representations of individual/cultural memory
(4)
‘Literature as a Medium of Collective Memory’: The role of literature in the constitution and transformation of cultures of memory
3.
Constraints, Frames and Limits of Remembering: Outline of Constructivist Theories of Memory

The retrieval environment likely plays an especially important role in molding recollective experience when one is attempting to retrieve hazy or degraded engrams, and so it is particularly important in the therapeutic context. (Daniel Schacter, Searching for Memory: the brain, the mind, and the past. New York: Basic Books 1996, pp. 106-7).
When constructing stories we invest in unifying, coherence-making concepts such as ‘childhood’ and ‘life-course’. In other words: the order of the narrated event is, to a large extent, a function of narration, not of the order of the narrated event. In narrations and by narrating we construct the identity of the prototypes as well as the identity of the narrator. (Siegfried J. Schmidt: „Gedächtnisforschungen: Positionen, Probleme, Perspektiven.“ In: Gedächtnis: Probleme und Perspektiven der interdisziplinären Gedächt​nisforschung, ed. S.J. Schmidt. Frankfurt a.M.: Suhrkamp, S. 9-55, p. 38).

[T]he longer the amount of time between presentation and recall, the fewer memorial fragments are available and the more the subject must rely on generic knowledge of similar situations – that is, the subject’s schemata. The less consistent the original infor​mation is from the typical, the more room (and need) there is for distortion. (David E. Rumelhart: „Schemata: The Building Blocks of Cognition.“ In: Theoretical Issues in Reading Comprehension: Perspectives from Cognitive Psychology, Linguistics, Artificial Intelligence, and Education., ed. By Rand J. Spiro, Betram C. Bruce & William F. Brewer. Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum 1980, pp. 33-58, p. 50)

4.
Framed, Prefigured and Premediated Memories: Halbwachs’ cadres sociaux and Paul Ricœurs’s circle of mimesis and their Relevance for Individual and Collective Remembering

If we examined the ways in which we remember a little more closely we would realize that surely we recollect most of our memories when they are called to our mind by our parents, our friends or other people. (Maurice Halbwachs: Das Gedächtnis und seine sozialen Bedingungen. Frankfurt a.M.: Suhrkamp 1985, p. 20; orig.: Les cadres sociaux de la mémoire. Paris: Alcan 1925).
It is probably not too romantic to say that that was when my novel Midnight’s Children was really born; when I realized how much I wanted to restore the past to myself, not in the faded greys of old family-album snapshots, but whole, in CinemaScope and glorious Technicolor. (Salman Rushdie: „Imaginary Homelands.“ In: Imaginary Homelands: Essays and Criticism 1981-1991. London: Granta 1991, pp. 9-10)
our physical alienation from India almost inevitably means that we will not be capable of reclaiming precisely the thing that was lost; that we will, in short, create fictions, not actual cities or villages, but invisible ones, imaginary homelands, Indias of the mind. (Rushdie: „Imaginary Homelands“, p. 10)

It may be that when the Indian writer who writes from outside India tries to reflect that world, he is obliged to deal in broken mirrors, some of whose fragments have been irretrievably lost. But there is a paradox here. The broken mirror may actually be as valuable as the one which is supposedly unflawed. (Rushdie: „Imaginary Homelands.“ p. 11)

Every individual conjures up his memories with the help of frames of relations from social memory. In other words, the various groups which society collapses into are able to reconstruct their past at any moment. But mostly, as we have seen, the reconstruction deforms them at the same time. (Halbwachs: Das Gedächtnis und seine sozialen Bedingungen,. Frankfurt a.M.: Suhrkamp 1985, p. 381 ; orig.: Les cadres sociaux de la mémoire. Paris: Alcan 1925).

Paul Ricœurs’s circle of mimesis (Ricœur 1988 [1983]):

· Prefiguration: the antecedent, pre-literary reality

· Configuration: representation of pre-literary reality through aesthetic, narrative and descriptive methods  

· Refiguration: the effect of such configurations on the extra-literary reality
5.
Generic Frames of Memory: Memory Genres and Genre Conventions Shaping Memory
Thus, the literary process appears as an active, constructive act, which cultural sense-systems, literary procedures and reception practices contribute to equally, and in which reality is not merely represented but first of all created through poiesis and then ‘enriched iconically’. Firstly, literary works are related to extra-literary memories; secondly, they present their contents and functions via the medium of fiction; and, thirdly, can contribute to shaping individual memories and memorial cultures. (Astrid Erll/Ansgar Nünning: „Gedächtniskonzepte der Literaturwissenschaft: Ein Überblick.“ In: Astrid Erll/ Marion Gymnich & Ansgar Nünning (eds.): Literatur – Erinnerung – Identität: Theoriekonzeptionen und Fallstudien. Trier: WVT 2003, pp. 3-27, p. 17).

(1)
The ‘memory of literary genres’ 

For the reader, genres constitute sets of expectations which steer the reading process. Generic repertoires may be regarded as bodies of shared knowledge which have been inferred from perceived regularities in individual literary texts. As sets of norms of which both readers and writers are aware, genres fulfil an important role in the process of literary communication. (Wesseling, 18)

(2)
“How our lives become stories” (Eakin 1999): Genre Memories 

first, the autobiographical text itself functions as a spatial construction of a memory pattern, which connects specific content to a textual topography, such as placing portraits of parents at the ‘entrance’ to a text; and, second, the individual autobiographical text calls up the imagines stored in the cultural memory and in this way the individual memory draws from the collective memory. (Martina Wagner-Egelhaaf: Autobiographie. Stuttgart: Metzler 2005, p. 14)

(3)
Making sense of history: ‘Memory Genres’ (e.g. biography, historical novel)
6.
Literature as a Medium for Exploring Fictions and Frames of Memory: Desiderata for Cultural Memory Studies
 ‘I shall call it, I think,’ I said ‘Confabulations.’

‘That’s a wet sort of title.’ 

‘Well, consider. In psychiatry, according to this dictionary here, it means the replacement of the gaps left by a disordered memory with imaginary remembered experiences believed to be true. Not that I see the difference. All memories are disordered. The truth, if not mathematical, is what we think we remember.’ (Anthony Burgess: Earthly Powers. Harmondsworth: Penguin 1981, p. 645.)
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